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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THAT the following Sheets were not originally 
intended for the Public, the Editor can venture to 


c Hure them 3 but be will not endeavour to excite 
their Curioſity, by attributing his having acquired 
them to the Theft of a Capuchin, or the Gratitude 


of an Engliſh Courtezan. It is enough for bim, if 


they point out what may be apprekended by Bri- 
tain, from ihe preſent Diſpoſition of the Iriſh ; 


and, if they are not unworthy of the Writer to 
whom they are attributed, nor undeſerving the No- | 
tice they met with from the noble Lord to whom 
they are addreſſed, be apprebends that it cannot at 
all a fect the Public, whether be came at the Co- 
pies by Favour or Fraud. | 
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h OUR Lorddbip' 8. bales of; me Saws a 
body who: have been equally diſtinguiſhed 
for their political information, and the ex- 


tenſion of literary knowledge, demands the 
- utmoſt exertion in your ſervice of whatever 
abilities nature or ſtudy may have given me. 


. F ſhould, 1 e be diſtruſtful of theſe 


Loo - 1 | abilities 


fr.” 


- abilities, did not your rape 8 choee 
confer a ſanction upon them, and almoſt 


excuſe the vanity of my ſuppoſing myſelf 


worthy of that flattering diſtinction. Yet, 
my Lord, I muſt claim an indulgence for 


thoſe i inaccuracies which Jong abſence may 
give my phraſeology, or a reſidence i in other 
kingdoms involve my ideas of Government 
in; though I hope that induſtry may be 

preventive of any material errors in either. 


It is now my duty to endeavour to de- 


ſcribe accurately to your, Lordſhip the ge- 
nius and diſpoſition of the Iriſh at preſent- 


This I ſhall, endeavour, though diffident of 


my own judgment ; particularly when I re- 


flect, that your Lordſhip, by being a member = 
of the Iriſh Legiſlature, has a right to chal- 


lenge a better acquaintance with the intereſts 


of this kingdam than I can potlibly have a- 


quired, and, when I conſider that your Lord- 
ſhip is ſurrounded by men of the moſt emi- 


nent abilities in every ſpecies of literature, I 
grow more — of hazarding opinions to a 
mind 


. * 


ſires rather 


45 


mind, * SOR with more juſt 


ideas of the ſubjeas I am to diſcuſs ; 5 but, 


as your Lordſhip has made it my duty, and 
as I know you to be above Be I 


will, in obedience to your directions, ſe; 


you, from time to time, ſuch an account 0! 
whatever may appear to deſerve your atten- 
tion, as I can procure, either by enquiries 
among my brethren diſperſed through the 
kingdom, or by perſonal obſervation in that 
tour which you have wiſhed me to make. 
But in this, as I know your Lordſhip de- 
he features of men, than the. 
pictures of countries, I ſhall not- give any 
attention to deſcription, except where the 

view of the ſpot may tend to elucidate the 
manners of the people; and ſhall rarely 5 
tiſque an opinion where I am not ſupported 

* popular, if not ſuperior, arguments. 


With gratitude for the diſtinction con- 


1 ferred on me, and for the favours 1 have 
| e 1 er the honour to ONT Sc. . 
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LETTER 1 


| Dublin, May, . 


My Lon, 


with all nations not much uſed to trade, is a 
leading feature. A foreigner, then, or a 


native who has ſpent any conſiderable time 
abroad, is here an object greatly exciting 
that paffion, Guided by this clue, I have. 


got admittance into many ſets. of 


very different as to principles, yet all united n 
in the idea of ridiculing that ſuppoſition, as 
illuſory. and imaginary. An inlurrection, | 
ſay : they. can be only formidable from its 
e. "pers, and we have no man ſufficiently 
_ © es 8 


i ——— 
c>= 


Ox = my arrival at Dublin, i in * * LON 
your directions, I ſounded the people of my 
acquaintance in general, with regard to the 

popular alarm on your ſide of the water, of 
an inſurrection here. In order to effectuate 
this thoroughly, I made or renewed as 

many acquaintances as poſſible. Curioſity, 


— 


t 
4 diſtinguiſhed by fortune, power, or abi 


s ities, to direct a popular commotion. 


* Phrenzies of the common herd are not 
« to be dreaded. Like raging. tenipeſts, 
* too violent to de laſting, they terrify for 
« a moet; but want a uniformity of mea= 
& ſures to make the terror permanent.” 
Upon an inquiry into the cauſes which 
havk left Ireland thus deſtitute of leaders, 
I find, that the want of thoſe objects of in- 


: tereſt or ambition, which have in all go- 
vernments, and at all times, called forth 


great abilities in the purſuit of them, is the 
grand Preventive of every 1 pirited exertion, 


| whether popular or factious. Vour Lord- 


ſhip's s example is too illuſtrious for me 
not to lay hold of, as 4 confirmation of 
what 1 advance. | Abilities like yours might 
ſimulate the people to make ſome en- 


deavour worthy of ſuch a leader; but, 


while your Lordſhip has ſuch a counter- 


poiſing intereſt in England, this circums' 
ſtance may be talked of, but: cannot be.exs. 
pected, The few men reſident here, WB“ 


ca 7-1 


ciean-handed attorney wi 


even nominally are men of property, have 


4 their eſtates ſo incumbered with debts, and 
fo covered with Cuſtodiams *, a. ſpecies of 
legal cruelty happily unknown on your fide 
Sf the water, that, while. (* for.any change 


ond. os Al wa Et ee . 
muſt better their condition,) their neceſſity 


C * 1 


. Cuſtodiam is the practice chiefly complied with in 


Leelhnd dfter judgment“ The plaintif, inſtesd bf obedin⸗- 
ing the poſſeſſion of a moiety of the defendant's, eſtate by 
Elegit, proceeds to an Ozlaxwry, in conſequence of which 
the lands of the defendant become veſted;in the Crown, | 
which, on application in the revenue fide of the Exche- 


quer, grants them in cuſtodiam to the plaintiff, who is now 


called the Cuſtodee, and is to remain in poſſeſſion until 


the demand which he has againſt the defendant is ſatisfied ; 
and all-ather creditors are precluded from. reſorting to the, 


lands, however greater their demands, or however prior in 
time: ſo that you may frequently ſee the creditors of a 
large eſtate, like ſo many jockeys, whipping and ſpurring 
for the poſt at the end of a heat, endeavouring who ſhall 
firſt lodge their Outlawry with the ſheriff. For, as the 
cuſtodee has only the power of attaching the under-tenant, 


ang " hndlord cannot diſtrain, fearful of incurring the, 


conſequences of a contempt of the Courts, the tenants avoid. 


ying:;the landlord or cuſtodee, and the debt remains an- 


1ncumbrance-on the eſtate, equally diſtr eug.to the dedior, 


and creditors ; for they have no remedy againſt the cuſto- 
dee, but by a bill to compel him to compute, to which a 


inconceivable delays. An eſtate of nearly 69001, per ann. 
has been known to be held under a Cuſtodiam for more 
than three years, for the payment of only 490l. to the pre- 


ctuſion of creditors tor larger ſums ; yet no want of legal 
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t contrive ſuch an anſwer, or, 
any motign, prepare, ſuch afſidavits, as ſhall ines, 
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able to procure ſeats inthe: ſenate, . Which 
are only held deſirable, as being the way toi 
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fits them for every . 4 of deſpair,? beit 
total poverty incapacitates them from the: ex- 


ecution of even the moſt laudabledeſigns. On 


your fide of the water, en- the e 


objects of ambitiom are many; thoſe of intereſt 


yet more: it is not, therefore, to be wondered 
that Iriſh abilities are.. more frequently ex: 
erted with, you, where the, diftributig! of the 
loaves and the fiſhes remains, than in a conten— ] 


tion at home for (5 SWIFT calls it) their. 
dc brogues and their Butter- milk.” Even the 


merit, which will obtain 4 OW on their 


own eftabliſtiment," muſt be that of con- 


triving Heaviet burthens for the nation; to | 


gain” which: pittance, the neceſſity IT have 


already mentioned fully fits thoſe Who are | 


places or preferment; — Government ber 


4 0 quis ſervitio — & on 


. << Fivus, ertollerentur * $4 
* Annal, Lib. 2 
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(14) 
= ſenators can "ho" conſequentiaF enough 
ö a ; +a "We anees, they 


inſtrumenits of thoſe | 
oma elmer fog are ſent over to rule 


them, "than to fake” thoſe ſteps which, while 
r2ncipate their poſtetity, alarm 
themſelves with the apprehenſions of pre- 
ſent poverty.” But, excluſive of this, a very | 
large body of the pes eople are fo cloſely at- 
tiched ia the | preſent Adtinifegion, that, 


„ -*% 5» 3 


of; it "can aff or d, even n Tough. the event, fo. 
much defired by all 1 good men, of your 
Lordſbip- s becoming) our Nats, pilot, were 
to be the conſequence,) that a regular op- 
poſition, formidable to any inſurrection, 

however powerful, muſt be expełted; an 


_ oppalition to whith- every internal minen 


of: the inſurgents muſt prove 11 . 
cen: eee a filent ſpeckator of che 
to act a8 albitrer 


of i own deten. Jour Lordſmip 
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( 1s ) 
Will readily advert to the Roman Catholics, 
You will remember, too, when I talk of 
| that body of people, that I ſpeak ASA poli- 
 tician, not as a religioniſt. David Hume, 
whom your Lordſhip moſt allow to have 
had no bias of that kind, talks of them hs 4 
people loyal from Principle, attached to 
< regal power from religious education, uni- 
« formly oppofing popular phrenſy, and 
cc zealous vindicators of royal prerogative; a 
To theſe religious characteriſties may *. 
added, their obligations and gratitude to 
miniſterial indulgence. Bound for 2 ſeries 
of years by the fetters of perſecution, and 
conſidering their interefts as ſeparate, if nor 
oppoſite to the flate, the preſent Miniſter 
has been hardy enough to break the prin- 
cipal links of their old chain, and fetter 
them anew to himſelf. That tllis ſuppoſi- 
tion is not too bold, will be evident, I doubt 
not, to your Lordi, if vo will refle&, 
= yy for TOY "years bax kwari m Roman 
een eee en Catholic 1 


{6 3. 


' Catholics in that country in vain requeſted 


any, however ſmall; alleviation of the bur- 
dens impoſed | upon them by thoſe ſevere 
acts of parliament which: the neceſſity of 
former times had framed for the prevention 

of the growth of Popery. Until the laſt 
ſeſſions here, the idea of diminiſhing or re- 
laxing thoſe laws was univerſally-reprobated 
by every order in Parliament; but, when at 
that time it received miniſterial ſanction 


and ſupport, it was the fortune of 'that queſ- 


tion, which might long ſince have been as. 

liberally diſpoſed of, to attach that body of 

the people to the Engliſh Miniſter, not to, . 

the Iriſh Parliament. " Th 
A body, thus aa Fart ( _ by, par- 


Ine r computation, as ſeven to one; 


but which, on preſent inquiry, would appear . 


to be much more,) muſt be too dangerous, 
F for any neee of men of diſſenting or, 


WT # 


tition 5 eſpecially if your. av ſhip x re- 


eurs to what I have already advanced, — 4 
| total 
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) 
total want of leaders to make any Wed 
even if united, powerful. A very few years 
ago there remained one object, indeed, for 
ambition in Ireland, the dignity of Lord 
Juſtice. The needineſs, or the cunning, of 
a late chief Governor * has removed even 
that inſtrument of rivalſhip, and made that 
a reward to ſenatorial | obedience in the 
Houſe of Lords in England, which before 
ferved to excite the induſtrious or ambitious, 
among the Iriſh, to endeavour to attain: it. D 
1 Hence a man of conſiderable fortune, or | 
ö eminent abilities, is rarely ſeen here, except . | 
to renew leaſes, or, perhaps, to take his ſeat | 
in one of the Houſes here, as a feather in 
the cap, leſs of uſe than ornament ;. or like 
a young actor, who ribs off his mauvaiſe 5 
honte in a country town, to fit him for a 
„ b larger eint! 1 0 gs 
1 have, Kc. e 15 - * Fe 
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LETTER II. 


PR) Zo uni 18, 1779. 
the de. 1779 


SINCE my laſt, T have a 4 80 re- 
ſearches, and have found no reaſon to change 
the poſitions I therein advanced. In my 
progreſs northward, though J have found 
ſtrong military aſſociations, yet the beſt in- 
quiry I could make, convinced me that, to 
whatever purpoſe they may be perverted, 


yet they were framed for that of national 


defence from foreign invaſion, The idea 


of an union between Britain and this king- 


dom has been induſtriouſly diſſeminated 
here: but you, my Lord, muſt know there 

can be no foundation on which ſuch an 
union can be ſo erected as to give if ſtability. 
The vaſt incumbrance of the national debt 


in Britain, daily too increaſing, by the hea- 


xy ee of the preſent war, has ſo in- 


volved 


T7 ( ty ) 


. volved in taxes every article of commerce; 
whether intended for domeſtic uſe or fo- 
reign conſumption, that Ireland, if ſhe were 


united to Britain, and unburdened with this 
national incumbrance, muſt underſel her in 


: every foreign market : and, if reftrained by 


any proportionate ſhare, ſuch a burden would 
fo operate, through the poverty of the na- 
tion, as to become a total check to their 


trade, 'which is already pretty well deſerted! 
The Roman Catholics, who for the moſt 
part carried it on, having now an opportu- 


nity of taking long leaſes, have converted 


their merchandize into caſh, and ſecured 
themſelves by intereſts as nearly real eſtates 
are moſt credited by the public here, in- 

culcate this doctrine on their minds, „ That; 
0 teospt of an union po any terms, 


fible#, - Thoſe, then, who 


* Roman Catholics | are 1 in Ireland, to | taks 
legſes for 99 years, and mortgages of real eſtates, for 
money lent by them; which before the late act they, wers 
incapable of, This has occaſioned all money lent upon 


ſimple contract to be called in, uplefs ſecured by mortgage, 
and has been productive or the withdrawing much money 


Ca 5 would 


— 


e would be nugatory and ridiculous for 
L them to receive, and uſeleſs to Britain to 
* grant ;“ and their, with is to have the, 
reſtraints removed rather by any other means 


than one which, while it gives the ſpecious 
ſhow of utility, really deſtroys the chance 
of the advantages hereafter to be expected 
by them. For, they argue, That empire 
« js now taking its progreſs weſtward, and 


that Europe will dwindle into that infe- 


te rior- ſituation, - with regard to America; 
<« that the African and Afiatic provinces 
© now bear to her; that it is, therefore, at 


« this time, the intereſt of Iriſhmen to look 
© to the advantages of their poſterity, and 
c endeavour to eſtabliſh themſelves inde- 
e pendent of England as a key of com- 


«© merce between Europe and America: 

and they alſo aſſert, That, if. they unite 
„ . themſelves with the wreck of Britain, they 
© muſt fink with her under the daily age 


4c gravated burthens of her national i incum- 


5 brances;”—Theſe obſervations ſeem to 


counter — 
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counteract thoſe already made with regard 


to inſurrections; but your Lordſhip will re- : 


member that I principally reprobated com- 
motions, from their being ſimilar to thoſe ſo 
frequently ſuppreſſed, of the. White Boys, 


Hearts of Steel, Oak Boys, &c. deſtitute of 


leaders to make their motions regular, or 
their attem pts formidable; not thoſe where- 


in the expectation of a great part of the 


nation leads them to believe they will be 
offered national independence by foreign 
aſfiſtance. And, in this idea, whatever Ad- 
dreſſes or Reports on the other ſide of the 


water may ſay, all perſuaſions are united 
the Roman Catholics, from the ſimilitude 
of religious ſentiments; the Proteſtants, from 
the conduct of the French with regard to 
America; and all ſects and denominations 
from the decay of their trade, and the con- 
tinuance of every check to it, which is de- 


ſtructive and enſlaving: for, ſay they, The 


reduction of a whole people to flavery, 
2 upon raiſing the arm to reſiſt injuries, is 


2 3 Ae = | . "8 not 


maintaining the independence of Ireland, 


4X 22 J 5 
er not the doctrine of this day; the powers 


ct Of Europe think themſelves bound in 


ec honour and intereſt to prevent it. In- | 


e tereſt, to the diſgrace of Monarchs, muſt | 
© be acknowledged to be concerned; and 


te it is well that even that is left as a coun: 
6. terpoiſe to lawleſs force. Had Corfica 


« been capable of preſenting that imme - 


e diate proſpect of advantage which Ire- 


ee land can afford to her defender, the French 
e would not be at this time in peaceable 
4. poſſeſſion of the whole illand. In poſſeſ- 
„ fon, however, 


y are; Which, as wall | 
« as the Britiſh dominions in Canada, ſhes 


« and yet enjoy their properties, cuſtoms, 


and laws.“ — And this doctrine is not 


new; for the French, have, for a ſeries of 
years paſt, affected to ſpread reports of their 


and fixing it upon as firm a foundation as 


that of America, if the Ixich have virtue 


* i enough 


[> FE | 
e for che conteſt, On the other hand, | 
it is argued againſt any endeavours for the 
independence of the Iriſh being ſucceſsful, 


and againſt the ſuppoſition of the afliſtance 


of France being any way uſeful to that | 
end, That the vicinity of England muſt to- 
tally prevent ſuch efforts of either the Iriſh 
or French from being practicable; fot, while 
Ireland, from its total want of marine force, . 


muſt be precluded from reaping any of its 


natural advantages itſelf, and while the Bri- 
tiſh navy rides triumphant over the ocean, 
the ports of Ireland muſt remain ſhut up 
from every other nation. But it is con- 
tended, by the ſticklers for independence, 
<« That their ports (except in one article of 
t conſumption, the linen manufacture, which 
4 has decreaſed exceſſively in its exports - 
* ſince the preſent impolitic war with 
America) cannot be more ſhut up than 
e they are already: that the conſumption | 
RT their cattle * been fo barred by a 
4 8 N 


i ls 2; * 24 ) 
* prohibitory proclamation, as to almoſt 
e induce a national bankruptcy : and, more- 
| * over, that, as France declares her intention 
e of ſupporting them in a free and inde- 
e pendent ſtate, it would be madneſs in Ire- 
ce land to refuſe it; eſpecially when it is re- 
© membered, that, in the courſe of the laſt 
„ war, while Britain, with the aſſiſtance of 
« Ireland and America, guided by a ſtateſ- 
„ man * who ſeemed fortunate enough to 
e have hit the caprice of that nation, con- 
© tended againſt her, there was little of that 
< equality wanted between the two powers 
ee which the ſeparation of America from | 
© Britain has given to France. And it muſt 
*. be therefore evident, that the propoſed 
& alienation of Ireland from England muſt 
ox give ſuch a ſuperiority to the French 
40 ſcale, as to enable them to maintain Iriſh 
cc independence, and thereby thoroughly and 
« laſtingly outweigh Britain in Europe, by 
Bs, © depriving her from ever turning to 7 
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ON: » Lord Chatham. c 


cc vant 85 
vantage 
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Werke 
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(5 ) 


vantage the natural reſources of that coun 
try, which were well known to all Eu- 
rope. fo early as the days of Agricola ; for 


4 


it is deſcribed | by Tacitus, We Hibernia 
medio inter Britannia atque Hiſpaniam | 
fita, & Gallico quoque mart opportuna. 
5 Melius aditus portuſque f per commercia et 
b negotiatores cognit! And that, if the Ir iſh 
þ unite themſelves, they 1 may become able 
to enjoyt thoſe benefits which, though g given 
to them by Nature, the envy of their 
5 neighbours had denied them :=-a moſt 
 culp able envy i in Britain; for it manifeſted 
"a FE <tfulneſs that all the advatr antages of © 
the trade of Ireland muſt ultimately re- 
ſult to England, as long as her dominion 
over that country remained uncontro- | 
© verted.” How far theſe latter argu 
ments may take effect, or whether France 
will be equally ſucceſsful in her detachment 
of Ireland from Britain, as ſhe has been in 
| that pont with regard to the American 


n provinces, 
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provinces, is a queſtion yet to be deeided. 
National independence, however, is a doc- 


trine which has never been given up by t the 7 


Triſh, though frequently, but particularly 


| lately, controverted by the Engliſh. I 
Preſbyterians, too, which may be called the 
ſteady part of the nation, as they | have at 
all times. maintained. their principles uni- 


formly, have this character of Independence 


as the very contour of their religion. And, 
in the late act of parliament for relief of the 
ſubjects of Ireland profeſſing the Roman 


Catholic religion, and efrabll Hing that reli- 
gion by law, there was a particular negle& 


of that part of the nation : for they then 
requeſted a repeal, of the facramental teſt, 
which was firſt impoſed upon them in a 
clauſe of one of theſe acts for preventing the 


growth of Popery which the legiſlature had 


juſt at that time thought fit to abrogate, 
But, as they had only the popularity and 


juſtice of the meaſure to recommend it, that 
n 00 which 


b 


4 


(+) 


which was granted to the Roman Catholics 


at the nod of the Miniſter, was denied to 
their. petitions, of which the conſideration 
was poſtponed to a future day. Tou will 
not wonder, then, my Lord, if, thus diſcon- 
tented, they ſhould be ready, on any oppor- 
tunity, to imitate the exertions of their re- 


ligious brethren on the other fide of the 
Atlantic, | eſpecially when the ſucceſs. there 


marks out what may be expected here. 


. 


D 2 ä 


( 28 ) 
LETTER Tv. 


Londonderry Fas 2 gt, I 7 79. 
My Lozp, 


Myr progreſs northward has aſſiſted me 
to form a more thorough opinion of the 
principles of the Preſbyterians in this king- 
dom, their religious hatred of epiſco- 
pacy,---the lay government of their chureh, 
their diſreliſh of their preſent Parliament 
in Ireland, which was occaſioned, as I be- 
fore hinted, by the refuſal of a repeal of — 
the Teſt Act, which, they ſay, roſe from d 
the obedience of the Iriſh Parliament to the 
preſent Adminiſtration in England, to whoſe 
- mandates, they ſay, that ſenate ſhews a com- 
plaiſance and good - breeding only to be 
_ equalled by that of the uſurper of Brent. 
© ford, in the Rehearſal. 85 50 


ce Their bills are welcome, whatlos er they ws.” 


This teſt act, which obliges them to take 
the 
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che . according to the * 


of the eſtabliſned church, on their being 
appointed to any office, or acquiring 


any employment, they condemn as a hy- 
pocritical and ſhameful perverſion of a reli- 


_ gious duty 1 to a mere ceremonial compliance 3 
with a civil inſtitution :—*< A Une r 
they, © only broad enough to prevent tbe 

« virtuous and the moral of that ſec from 


<« the enjoyment of places and emoluments, 


ee while the leſs heſitating, the knaviſh, and 
the irreligious, over. leap it eaſily. 


How far theſe arguments are concluſive, I 


cannot, though plauſible, determine. In 
every ſtate there ſhould be ſome ruling re- 
ligion; and there is no mode of marking 


out the members of religious ſocieties, but 


from their obſervation or performance of 
ſome religious ceremonies. I ſcruple to 


fay, chen, how far the Preſbyterians can 


_ juſtly condemn this ſmall diſtinguiſhing | 


mark of the eſtabliſhed religion being held 
e e 8 
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out as a qualification for place or em ploy- 
ment under a government which is, by the 


very expreſſion, religion eſtabliſhed by 
law,” underſtood to be at the head of that 


« religion; which facramental qualification 
is the only prevention of their enjoyment of 


theſe lucrative diſtinctions, which no act 


has yet extended to the much-envied Ro- 
man Catholics. —The declenſion of their 


trade, occaſioned by the preſent war with 
America, 18 another cauſe of outcry. . in 


the early period of the war, many of the 
merchants in theſe parts were ſuſpected of 
having helped to ſupport it: and theſe ſuſ- 


picions went ſo far, that, in the firſt part of 
the military diſturbances there, ſome of 5 
theſe ſuſpected traders were examined be- 


fore the Privy Council. 3 ſo altered IS 
their preſent diſpoſition, or ſo artful their 
preſent appearance, that they were the laſt 


who entered into theſe aſſociations which 


have been formed throughout. the kingdom, 
. 


' 
ö 
| 


0 1% 


agreeing to a non-importation of Britiſh. 


goods, though the firſt who framed military 
bodies; but whether for the purpoſe of na- 


tional defence, or with a deſign of 1 imitating 


their brethren i in the reign of Charles 15 who 


took up arms in ſupport of the Crown, and 
cut off that King 8 head in defence of his 


perſon, poſterity may determine. 


There i is, however, ſcarcely a town here 
without its quota of volunteers, men well 


+, 3 % 4 | 


armed, accoutred, and equipped, whoſe bias 


leads: them. to embrace offered independence, 


311414 


whoſe anceſtors. came over with Cronrwell,. 


or ſettled here after the defeats of the Boyne 


and Aughrim, and whoſe chief glory are the 
titles of Republican and Independent. In 


the northern and ſouthern parts of the king- 


dom, there are at leaſt twelve. thouſand men 


embodied, of whom the one part from prin- 
ciple, the other from intereſt; are attached 
to theſe, at preſent popular, ſentiments, 
Lou have expreſſed a ſurpriſe at my not 
—— Rn having 


rn —- 2 
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having adverted to the aſſociations of « 
non-importers before this: but, as It was 


neceſſary for me to trace them to their 


ſource, I delayed writing till I could be able 


to fully inveſtigate, not only the deſign, but 
the cauſes of theſe determinations ; 3 which 5 
gave me an occaſion of confulting, 1 not only 
many men, but (What may appear more 
Z ſtrange) many books, much otit of my 
courſe of reading, and com pelled me to 


make many enquiries in 4 part of learning 


almoſt unknown to me. The fruit of this 
Hbour ſhalt be contained in my next, and à 
ew ſucceeding letters. It is neceſſary now - 


to ſay that theſe affociatlons encreaſe daily, 


and that a man who would even argue, 
much lefs act againſt them, would become 
obnoxious to the reſentment 1 G e populace. 


4 
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IN my laſt I promiſed to point out to 
your Lordſhip the cauſes of the preſent aſſo- 
ciations in Ireland, as to their trade with 
Britain, and the original of their reſolutions 
of non- importation thence. In order to do 
this, I muſt attribute them to that want of 
policy which lighted up the torch of diſ- 
ſention between Britain and her Colonies. 
"= prevent a continuance of this flame, 
Britain forbade Ireland to adminiſter any 
ſupport to America, and iſſued a proclama- 
tion, laying an embargo upon all the ports 
of this unhappy kingdom. How far em- 
bargoes are juſtifiable, and how far procla- 
mations are of force, if not ſanAified by an 
act of parliament, is for the gentlemen of 
the long robe to determine. However, I 
E | have 


5 * 
Wow i enn — 
Ce; mu 


23 RE 


* * 


po 2 1 — 3 a 
. "IT es 4 er . 2 
— ee "26 8 N — ay term ngrne; AAR 
On 0 woes MIN — . PS.” | ""_ 
* * — - 


a ol ona oe 
+." ** . 


_ 
Nee 
K 

* 


A — r JA 82 


1 


the ſupport of this prerogative claim, where 
the text militated with the context, and the 


oratory of the Iriſh P--me $—j—t took the 
lead of the law arguments of the very in- 
genious Daly, and the eloquent Grattan, 


who adduced the venerable names of Coke 


and Rolle, which were outweighed by thoſe 


of Davies and Bacon; names, on. your fide, 


remarkable for ſtraining the law to favour 
prerogative, and for advancing the regal 
power at the expence of the liberties of the 


people. As I recurred on this occaſion to 
* Nul ſujet puiſſoit . paſſer ouſter le mer ſans ſpecial 


licence del Roy. So far was cited by the 1riſh P--me 


Serjeant, as an authority for royal proclamation impoſing 
- embargoes: but he cited not what follows; Mes la eſt 


enact que la mer ſoit ouvert a touts merchants.” | 

| | 1 Sir Jobn Davies, 56. 
And he cited Bacon for the ſame, purpoſe, who is ex- 

preſsly in point for him: but that prerogative lawyer, in 


the next maxim but one, gives the King the abſolute right 


of taxmg every commodity imported or exported the 
kingdom; and he may hereafter be equally happily cited 
officially, for that purpoſe, by the preſent P--me Serjeant. 

| Vide Bacon Elements of Law. 


the * 


have had the beſt information, that, in one of 1 
the debates in the laſt ſeſſion of the Iriſh 
Parliament, authorities“ were adduced in 


„ 


— _— 
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the original anthorities adduced by theſe 


gentlemen, I ſhall refer your Lordſhip to 


the citations Io Ton” which 1 Have" fub- 


joined. 
The Sbsgseber of a pattie de- 


ciſion in favour of this prohibitory pro- 


clamation, was almoſt a total ruin to the 5 


graziers and flaughterers of Ireland, of 
whom the majority of the trading part of .. 


_ . the kingdom conſiſts, as three parts in four 
of Ireland lies under grazing. ' Poverty 


* will make even a wife man mad.” 
What wonder, then, if national heart- burn- 


' ings ſhould arife, when, already defpoited | 
of the beſt part of the export of their tinen, 


on account of the war with America, they 


diſcovered that this prerogative queſtion had 


been conteſted by Miniſtry, merely for the 
advantage of a few Engliſh and Scotch con- 


_ tractors, their adherents ; and that national 


intereſt was poſtponed to a monopoly ens 
joyed by thoſe individuals, who had, at beſt, 


N the n merit of obedience to Miniſters, or, 


EE perhaps, 


(66) 
perhaps, that of yielding up a ſhare of the 
plunder acquired by their fraud, as a reward 
agreed upon for their contracts, in order to 
enable Adminiſtration to pay for their hap- 
py influence on the parliamentary defenders 
of thoſe leeches * who thus adhere to the 
public with their contracts, nor quit their 
hold till replete with the blood of the com- 
munity.— This was evinced, in the courſe 
of the laſt ſeſſion here, by a continued con- 
teſt for an inquiry into the conduct of a 
Scotch commiſlary & in one of the principal 
ports of the kingdom, who was charged 
with peculation and fraud, in the execution 
of his office. This examination was com- 
bated againſt miniſterially, and therefore re- 
fuſed. Vet, if the perſon accuſed was in- 
nocent, it could not be kindneſs to him that 
ſcreened him from inquiry; and, if guilty, 
it was, ſurely, the groſſeſt inſult on the dig- 
pity and. feelings of the 4 8 


Y 


= Non mifſura cutem niſi plena cruoris hirudo,—Hor ; 
5 Mr. G—d—n. | | 


E 2 The 


1 * 


The conſequences of the PAY IO were 
not immediately felt. In this part, the 
landholders depend upon the produce of 
their wool, for the payment of their rents. 
The want of that money, which came 
through the hands of the ſlaughterers, ſalters, 
coopers, &c. formerly, and which was now 
monopolized into thoſe of the Engliſh and 
Scotch contractors, reduced - the price of 
wool from 1 58. to gs. the ſtone. So great 
a reduction cauſed an univerſal ſtagnation of 
payments. Two-fifths of the expected rents 
were gone. Conſequent bankruptcies of the 
principal trading houſes followed a want 

of punctuality in their correſpondents de- 
pending on this trade. Something was to 
be done, and men began to ſpeculate on 
means to make that commodity valuable in- 
ternally, which impolitic laws had prohi- 


bited the ſale of externally, and the conduct 


of an impolitic Miniſtry had ſo greatly de- 
creaſed in its value at home. It was readily 
| perceived „that, could the people of Ireland 
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be virtuous enough to adds to the os of 
their own manufactures only, and confine 
within themſelves not only that money 


which was expended in Britiſh luxuries, 


but, by extending the ſale of their own ma- 
nufactures, and not importing any foreign 


article, they might, in ſome degree, com- 


penſate their former loſſes, atone to them - 


ſelves the wrongs which they had borne, 


and give proofs of their being ſenſible of the 

aecumulated diſtreſſes heaped upon them by 
a falſe policy and ignorant Miniſters. This, 

| However, they were prevented from, at that 

time, by the activity of their venerable 


countryman, Lord Nugent, whoſe memory 
will be regarded here While Ireland and 
Iriſhmen exiſt. To this attention of their 


patriotic friend, the promiſes of Lord North 


were joined; but when, in the laſt ſeſſion 
of the Engliſh Parliament, they found 


to be continued, and that he was deter- 


mined 


— 2 8 A MD : 
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cas 


| mined to preſerve a conſiſtency „ though 
he might want a uniformity of cha- 


' rater, and that the only ſteps taken, in 
their behalf, were inſults F on their diſ- 


treſſes, and jeſts upon their misfortunes, 
thoſe who ſuffered moſt among the Iriſh 
became firſt active. Accordingly, we find 
the firſt reſolutions of forbedring the uſe of 
Britiſh goods took riſe in the county of 
Galway, where they entirely depend upon 
grazing, and from thence have pervaded the 
ſeveral parts of the kingdom, as the diſtreſſes 
of each place were more or leſs aggravated: 
however, they are now ſo far confirmed, 
that univerſal orders of forbearing to ſend 
goods here have been ſent to the Engliſh 


| merchants by their Iriſh correſpondents, 


. * Qualis ab incœpto proceſſerit & fibi conſtet.— Hor. 

§ The acts for encouraging the growth of tobacco and 
bemp. The former is an abſolute nullity, as the wetneſs 
of the country renders the preſervation of tobacco in lre- 


land impoſſible; and the latter, they fay, is equally uſeleſs, 
_ unleſs, as a joker here ſaid, it were to be impartially ad- 


miniſtered, according to their — to the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, 


and 


( 40 +. | 
and all orders given to them previouſly to 


theſe regulations have been withdrawn; 
and the names of all who perſiſt to act in 


contradiction to theſe reſolutions, are pub- 


liſhed in all the news · papers, as enemies of 
their country, which is, in effect, giving 
them up to the rage of the unhappy popu- 
lace, whoſe extreme neceſſity urges them 
to the moſt violent acts of reſentment againſt 
thoſe whoſe conduct they ſet down as a 
cauſe of their extreme poverty. 

I have now laid down before your Lord- 
' ſhip, from the beſt information in my 
power, the cauſes of theſe reſolutions; and 
"there is a kind of political analogy, which 
reaſons from like cauſes to like effects, and 
may probably lead your Lordſhip to draw 
ſimilar concluſions, from beginnings ſo very 
Re thoſe in America. 


21 have FA honour to OY 
My Lord, &c. 


L. E T. 


UETTER VI. 
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Mr Las. | 


A Suppoſttion tha in the 40 80% of the 
queſtion with regard to proclamations, Mr. 
Grattan's explanation of the law was out- 
numbered by Court intereſt, not outweighed 
by ſolid arguments, induced men, who felt 
the extreme hardſhips of the many prohi- | 


bitory acts, with regard to Ireland, which 


help to {well the Statute-Book of England 
to its preſent enormity, to inquire, as 0 as theſe 1 
ſtatutes have all been recently made, upon 
what ground they founded this claim of 


binding Ireland by acts of the Engliſm Par- 
liament. To the examination of this queſ- 


tion they were perhaps led by the activity 
of one of thoſe ſervants of Miniſtry 7. who, 55 


* Mr. 17 is Maſter of the Rolls i in Ireland 2 


finecure. | 
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62 
over ready for the dirty = of Admini- 
ſtration, advance unrequired- on the forlorn 
hope, and perform works of ſupererogation 3 
for, had the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
to whom I allude, not been ſo fond of 
ſhe wing bimſelf equally diſtinguiſhed for 
ſenatorial abilities as for his ſucceſſes. i in 
athletic combats, be might, with the filet. 
contempt of this nation, have eaten her wa- 
ges in ihdolence ; ; but, having added, ingra- 
titude to his other vices, and ſtabbed at the 
hand that reached him ſupport, he cannot 
wonder. at the, hatred of Ireland. for to no- 
tice ſhe muſt hate him; and, by his con- 
duct, with regard to her, he has brought 
himſelf from obſeurity. like, ſome of thoſe 
names of, antiquity. whom we remember, for 
their baſeneſs. "a, 

With men af little learning, a printed 7 
book. ſtands as authority; „ With. men of little. 
law - learning, Blackſtone's Commentaries 

ſtand: 8 to Lyttleton orPlowden:: . 
but, 
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: but, -xs our Right Hononrable- ſenator, build- 
ing upon this authority, has afferted that 
Ireland, as to legiſlation, is bound by Eng- 


land, I doubt whether he knows that even 
Sir William does not contend for every one 


of his dicta being law, or, 1 preſume, even 
he would heſitate to ſport with the liber- | 
ties of a people ſmarting with wrongs, 


though ſeemingly inſenſible of their i injuries, 


leſt he ſhould awake them, and make. them 
at once fenfible of their dignity, their rights, 
and their ſtrength, 


The learned Judge has done a great 4091 ; 


pet be has modeſtly declined uniting his 
name to thoſe venerable titles of law au- 


thority, to which a feries of years has taught 


. the ſtudent to refer, to which he looks ": 
5 and whoſe eminence he venerates. 


In the Preface to his Analyſis, Sir W. B. 5 


cites, as he calls him, his Maſter Lyttleton, 
28 2 proof of his heſitating to pronounce 


_ whatever he ſays is law. « Je ne voile, . 
a tu crez que tout ceo que je ay dit en 
F gon _ "WM 


1: ( 44 ) 

ee lez Jitez lyvers ſoit ley ; quar jeo-1 ne ceo 
.*.:yoile emprendre, ne preſumer ſur moy. 
« Neint moyens coment que certein choſes 
e queux ſont motes & ſpecifies en lez dite z 
« ly vers ne ſent pas ley uncore tielx choſe 
e ferront toy plus apte & able de entendre 
cc & apprendre lez argumentez & lez rey- 


1 ſon del ley.“ 


Blac fiene, Analyis Hb Epilgue to to 
2  Lyttleton's Tenures. 


But, had not the learned Judge thus apo- 
logized for the caſual errors which human 
frailty and human ignorance are incident to, 
- ought not men to examine his doctrines 
thoroughly before they fully afſ.nt to them, 
and only-give them faith, as they are marked 
with the characters of truth. _ 
The ingenious author * of a late- very 
elegant publication & on your fide of the 
water, with which I have been favoured by 
your Lordſhi p's kindneſs, has clearly . 
„Charles Francis Sheridan, Eſq. 


$ Obſeryations on the doCtrive 140 down by Sir William 
Blackſtone, 1eſpeQing the extent of the power of the Britiſh 


Parliament, * with _ to Ireland. b 
the 


— 


as 


the inconſiſtences and incongruities of the 


learned Judge, where the liberties of a peo- 


ple are to be treated of; and, had that gen- 
tleman gone as deeply in the argument, as 
« he has ably executed that part of it which he 
has undertaken, he would have rendered my 
_ preſent labour unneceſſary : but, as he has 


rather regarded the queſtion as it related to 
the abſtract ritghts of mankind, he has left an 
opening for me; and, ſhould I at any time 


| borrow his images, or copy his obſervations, 


I hope I may be indulged in that liberty, as 


it is taken for the purpoſe of reviewing this 

queſtion in all points, and for collecting into 

one focus every ray of light which the ſub- 

Jet will admit. | 


That the people of Ireland were ſubjected 
by acts made by the Britiſh Parliament, pre- 
viouſly to 6 George I. cap. 5, was never 
parliamentarily aſſerted by the Engliſh; and, 
whenever that doctrine was privately laid 


down by any of their lawyers, it was uni- 


Rey Les ana and 11 contradicted, 
by 
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by the Iriſh. If they were right in this 


conteſt, there is no magic in that act of par- 


liament to aboliſh their former rights, eſpe- ö 


cially as that act wants that eſſential virtue 
which confers validity upon all law the 
conſent of the people to be bound by it, 
either by themſelves or their repreſentatives. | 
Antecedent to this act of 6 Geo. I. the 
claims of this ſuper-eminence of the Britiſh 


Parliament aroſe either from congueſt or 


compact. I ſhall briefly endeavour to prove 
that the firſt never took place, and that 
whatever compact or agreement was made 


between the people of Ireland and the King 
of England, was upon a footing of equality, 


and directly contradictory to any ſuch pre- 
tended ſuperiority: or, if a conqueſt did ever 
take place, there are no claims made under 


that idea, but what are contradictory to the 


laws of nature and reaſon; and, if any com- 
pact were made by the ancient Iriſh to the 


2 pad of their poſterity, ſuch compact 
. cannot Ep 


: n 47. » 

eannat. be. binding upon their ſucceſſors, the! 
preſent inhabitants of Ireland *. 342 

Cunqueſt, if meant to expreſs that ſpecies 
of conqueſt by which a right of legillation 
is acquired, is an ac quiſitian of a country by | 
ee that: force gf arms, to,which force of arms 
ec has been likewiſe: oppoſed!” But that no 
ſuch conqueſtitook place, from the firſt: de- 
ſeent of Strongbow, in the reign of Henry 
III. to the laſt Iriſh treaty at the ſiege of 
Limerick, is evident. The firſt expedition: 
of the En glich. into Ireland took riſe from 
an application made to that Prince by Der- 
mot M*-Morrogh, Prince of Leinſter ; a man 
infamous for, cruelty, debauchery, and op- 
preſſi ion, and expelled from his throne and 
kingdom by the neighbouring princes, for 
his mal · adminiſtration. Henry, though wil 
ling to reap-adyantages- from theſe diſtreſſes 
which. M- Morrogh had drawn upon himſelf 
FE: _ his incapadityy was-yet! unable taaffordd, | 


; . Locke on Government gata. : 
him 


| . # 5 
fi kits the ſollicitec kaſßltadce; on account of 
the wars in whieh he was then engaged i in- 
France. However, in thoſe days of feudal 
dominion, when each ord was a 
vereign, a ſmall. encouragement, with a li- 
cence of their Liege, generally rouſed ſome 
of thoſe Barons, whole neceſſities had fitted 
them for adventure, to hunt for fame and 
fortune, and ſeek for private ſettlements, not 
frame public colonies. With letters patent, 


licenſing the ſubjects of kenty to aſſiſt 


M“ Morrogh in the recovery of his do- 
; minions, he went From: France. to England. 


To theſe licenſes Dermot added large pro- 85 


miſes; in conſequence of Which, Richard, 
Earl of Strigul, commonly called strong- 
bow, and Robert Fitz Stephen, agreed to 
give him aid: the firſt, allured by the be” 
ſurance of M*Morrogh that he would give 


him his eldeſt daughter in marriage, and 
his kingdom on his demiſe ; the laſt, on con- 
dition of a grant of the city of Wexford, and 


ſome 


— 


4 * F 


iS 4 


£ forme lands adjacent, to him, and Maurice 


r 


| 5 Fitz-Gerald, His companion .. e 


The proſperity of theſe adventurers malt 


Aae have reſulted rather from treaty 
7 than hoſtilities. War had not, at that time, 


become a ſcience; and ſucceſs muſt at- 
tend the multitude, when a ſuperiority of 


kill and adroitneſs is not with ſmaller = 
force. When men had advanced much 


farther in military diſcipline than at that 
time, the London prentices dared to —* 


the army of Charles I. and ke pt them at 


bay: can it, then, be ſuppoſed that the few, 
however intrepid, retainers of Strongbow, | 


Fitz-Stephen and Fitz-Gerald, could be 


equal to a national conqueſt? _ „„ 
That they were ſucceſsfal in reſtoring 


5 M*Morrogh to his crown, and in quelling 
the inforgents in his dominions, is, how- 


ever, true: and, in e of theſe 


% 


* Girald. e lib. L 1 1. — Lyrelegn, | 


Hen. 11, — 2 to 3d and b V Vols, Leland's Hiſt. 
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happy events, 1 Earl of Strigul was 
married to his daughter, ; agreeabl y to the 


compact made between them, and ſucceeded 


' Dermot in his kingdom; Fitz, Stephen and 


Fi itz- Gerald lik ewiſe obtaining the hands 
they had bargained for. | 


Henry, informed of the * 3 of | 


| * ſubjects, a little after r went with, an army 
into Ireland, and there obtained from Ri- 
| chard a ſurrender of the city. of Dublin, its 


vicinage, and ſuch of the maritime towns 
and caſtles as were under the dominion of 
Strongbow; ; to whom Henry guaranteed the 
enjoyment of the reſidue of Dermot's prin- 
cipality. Henry likewiſe received the ho- 
mage of the Kings of Corke, Limerick, 


Ophally, Uriel, Meath, Connaught, &c. 


Jponte, as Giraldus Cambrenſis expressly | 
ſays, of their own accord. And this free 
ſurrender is deſcribed in fimilar terms by 
Hoveden, Matthew Paris, Brompton, . 

3M"? what e of logie ſuch a quiet 
N acquieſcence 


- q 57 3 | 
acquieſcence under the. dor union of a Gig 


5 and ſuch a tame ſubmi lion to to bis Jaws, 
which c one of the dee fays were 
gratanter recepte, can be called a conqyal 
Iam at a la io determine; eos, it certzinr 
oa have-nafoundation-.in trathior Juſtice,,;, 
bot has been aſſerted; that - this. glaim of 
ſuperiority has owed its riſe toy the ſupprefy 
ion of rebetlidns;: which. habe bern num. 
tous and repeatsd in Ireland, If ſuchva 
dlaim had any fag datiof in eſtabliſlling ahe 
rights of ſcvereignty, how fuck fre zuſtiy 
might, alterriitely, che Hofes of 1297 hand 
Linicaſti have dechr ned it: atid there Were 
not watititg" politic ptitices of either Houſe 
to ſet and'feize fdch an atvintige; if it covla 
hater any lawful qbatiicationt"6n het, 
Y et, ſo hateful was ſuch an idea, as well 7 
e name of conqueror, . Eügland, "that : 
Sth that cralty Monarch, * Hehry the Se. 


wenth, choſe rather to Porto His claim to 1 


mile town tom tHe family he lated, than to 


. _ en, > ON 2 1228 pretend 


£ 52 'Y 
pretend to a. right reſulting ahn © ſo invi- 


; dious a title as the ſuppreſſor of rebellions, 


or the conqueror of the people: and it is 


evident to thoſe who are at all acquainted 


with the Hiftory of Ireland, that, had the 
ProTEesSTANTS"of that country, in after. 


mes, joined their force wit thoſe of the Ca- 


tholics - nn bare been delivered 


| who. brought; with denn dhe manners, le 
toms, laws, and conſtitutio 


and communicated them e nr 
\ DONEs: of Trland, 4 they 


* | theſe adyanta A; 24 Me} preſeryed | 


that 3 to be Ph of theſe liberr 


ties by that houſe, which they 1 ped & 
eſtabliſh, 


2 . 4 i : * 5. 24 4 2 3 1-035 4} 4 \ : Bee 4 
ut, iu ng any con A'S at 
But, fi ppoſi g any conq any oe 


to have taken Place, what fille give th the Jaws 
Y nature and reaſon to cong quef Ap $a 


i will be readily games, * ifs an in- 
. - vaſion 


0 53 } 
vaſion be unjuſt, the i vader gaing.no 901 — 


by 1D 371 . MALT 


by the. dominion which h b has thus, ufurped 


05 the conquer vered: bur let us ſoppole « 
ind nv4der I 


What are his ri, ghts, and over 
? "Surely; the” gains 5c powers Her 
*conquered with" bim, different 
Fidm tat alien hne exerciſed previoully'to 
bis cöndueft; and the/tompaniots or ſub- 


Je ts,” che fte! bin int His u hay 


b rr po 70 1175 be ory Antilters 
hd cane Dan Hiram ar e mg 
Lid are thertfore” By Hd meals ireludlett in 
; theſeidetowers/of the conqduefer) her kt 
an diveſted-of(theirbirth-rights, "as Eng 


Blomen bye croffing Sr. George's Channel, | 
Thus, ds the alſociates 0 or conſederates in ia 
Jauſti conqueſt can leſto none of bei rights 
4 b a en "thoſe "who have nat 
nd 85 : The been 


1 00 


| gui ley. of 8 ; for 8 7 
1 1 Is grounded v upon ſuch a ref 179 5 of 
juſt cights, # .neceſlarily compels, the con 
0 gp ſlert this, claim by. fore ef aca, 
and to. which, forge, brotal. force, has been 
pl $f th he conquered « for, — 
corflng to. Gee eee Sl degifian, of, boaſts, 
apt mepr, , Cup fint dup; genera, degerr 
n de AG por. giſeeptatio We ANFrum 
3, ud. propgiums.hominis.oft, 
el eilen. N ng isdn, eſt 


chere ir. ib wi Ati non, liqet ſuper = 
Side, Jampergue Rei confulendum. Quare | 


l 2 10 ee an e bella Ant nt nE 
SPAR ace vinginre, ig. Ae nh 
:.; Anda: thoſe, who: have, not. heen guilty 
of oppoſition, canapt be included ine 
| Power: of the conquergs,' by a ; parity, of 
reaſoning, the. poſterity even of tha· con 
guarecd, in hom ſuchi a brutal eppaktion 
was impoſſible, cannot have loſt any of tiuſe 


3 denn which Nagerekg made the common 
| birth- 
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more fully treated, to the Letters of:Guati- 
moin, lately publiſhed. bere in the Free» 


(s) 


| birth-right of all men. I ſhall nof longer 


aſs on your Lordſhip with proofs of 


| things ſo ſelf-evident that a furtlen diſcuffion 
would be an inſult to your under ; 


but will refer your Lordſhip, * if your” cy- 
rioſity thould incline;you to ſee this /fubje 


man's Journal 3 to Mr. Sher 


's pamphlet, 


which I before cited; and to a pamphlet 
publiſhed in Ireland in 1698, called, The 


Cafe of Ireland being bound by Acts of Bar- 
llament in England, ſtated by William Mo- 


lineux; of Dublin, Eſq. This laſt very in- 


5 genious eee may be truly called 


5 > Iriſh Bberty,” and nn «146 | 
with 'the beſt ſenſe and vg, W 
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Sm William Blackſtone 9 The origi- 


© nal and true ground of the ſaperiority of 
* Britain over: Treland is what we uſually 


? * 


a X 
ce * " f 
5 
* 


aubarg b. ſomewhat i proper hy the right. 


* 0f nations, if not by that of nature, but 
< which; in reaſon and civil policy, can 
comean nothing more than that, in order 


eto put an end to hoſtilities, a compact is 


d either expreſsly/ or tacitly made between 
the conqueror and the conquered, that, if 
<« they will acknowledge the victor for their 


ce maſter, he will treat them for Nes future 


c as ſubjects, and not as enemies. If he 
has not, in this ſentence, reprobated the idea 
of conqueſt, I have the misfortune. of not 


undeßſtanding the * judge; 3 for he 
ſays, 


UW 3 
fays that we e improperly call it the right of 
- conqueſt ; and he allows that right to be con- 
trary to the law of nature, but endeavours = 
juſtify, or at leaſt palliate it, under the fanc- 
tion of the law of nations. Indeed, 2 
thought that it was the glory of our laws to | 
differ from the codes: of other nations, in 
having regard to the rights of humanity, and 
the laws of nature: but, granting: all this 
ſanctity to the law of nations, and the rights 
of conqueſt, which they at all can claim, 
are there not bounds to the power of the 
conqueror in theſe contracts and agreements, 
which he himſelf has made with the con- 


quered; and is he not obliged to obſerve = 


thoſe grants, which, though at firſt con- 
ceſſions to, have become the rights of, his 
ſubjects; and to which conceſſions a con- 
queror is obliged, Conqueſt being, ac- 
cording to Monteſquieu, a neceſſary, 7a 
ful, but unhappy power, which leaves the 
10 conqueror under an heavy obligation of 
fe repairing the injuries done to humanity.” 
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7 vereignty till the 33d Henry VIII. when the 
Triſh Parliament, by an act paſſed in Ireland 


; that year, (cap. i.) changed the title of Do- 


WE 


Now, it is evident from Giraldus Cam- 


brenſis, and the other contemporary hiſto- | 


rians, that the people of Ireland contracted. 
with Henry II. to enjoy the like liberties. 


. and immunities, and to be governed by 


the ſame laws, civil and religious, as the 


. people of England.” And they cannot 77 


be ſaid to enjoy the ſame laws, if their Par- 


liament be ſubſervient to the Parliament of 
England ; or, which i is the ſame thing, if 
the Parliament there can make laws to bind 


the Iriſh, Such an hypotheſis, at the pe- : 


_ riod of receiving Henry as their liege, had nl 
never been entertained either by that prince | 
or the Iriſh; for we find him, in the 2 3d 


year of his reign, conſtituting his younger 


ſon John, King, by the name of Lord of 


Ireland, which was the ſtyle of that ſo- 


minus to that ha Rex Hiberniæ. . 
Richard, 


( 59 ** 

Had then Richard, or Geoffrey, or Arthur 5 
the ſon of Geoffrey, ſucceeded Henry in his 
Britiſh and French dominions, and con- 
tinued in the poſſeſſion of them by their 
iſſue, would not Ireland have remained 4 
diſtinct, ſeparate kingdom, detached from 
Britain, though enjoying fimilar laws, and 


their King equally allied to the crown of 


England, as the King of Spain i is now to the 
French Monarch? On the union of both 
kingdoms in the perſon. of John, by the 
murder of Arthur, he grated to the Iriſh. 72 


„ 


laws of England : and, if 3 we „ 9 Fay 
gueſs. at the manner in which this Privilege 
Was gained from a monarch ſo. very. un- 
friendly. to liberty, we cannot ſuppoſe it a 
voluntary conceſſion, eſpecially if we Ie- | 
member the early diſlike that prince had to 
the Iriſh; for one of the hiſtorians informs, . 
us | that he > treated their great men, who | 


= = 


. _ ® Ponens vicecomites ge miviſtros qui populum = 
| m_ 1 us wy usta _ 3 yy arent. 
1 Mat. Paris, þ. 220. 
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. waited on him at his firſt arrival in this 
kingdom, with all the wantonneſs of youth- 


ful inſolence, on account of the rufticity of 


their habit, and the wncomely 8 of 


their long beards „ 
In the firſt year of the reign of his foi 


and ſucceſſor, Henry III. a Magna Charta, 
conformable, in all its material points, to 
- the Engliſh great charter, was granted to 
the Iriſh : fo that the title of the Iriſh to 
the advantages of this greateſt of Britiſh pri- 
vileges, are, in point of time, prior to thoſe : 


of the Engliſh, who received that founda- 
tion of their liberties in the gth of Henry 


III.: and we know that theſe liberties of 
Engliſhmen, granted by this charter, are 
thoſe of being governed by the laws to 
which they have conſented by their repre- 
ſentatives in parliament. The doctrine of 
| legiſlation and repreſentation being inſepara- 


ble, has already coſt Britain too much blood 


and treaſure to be again brought to the 


+ Girald, Cambrenſi Hib, expug. cap. 35. | 
_ diſcuſſion 


* 


„ 
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Pl 
* o 


| diſcuſſion of the EY for, I believe, lriſh- 5 


men have virtue or hardineſs enough to aſ- 


ſert, at all hazards, an independence on the 
Britiſh Parliament, though they confeſs ſub- 
jection to the ſame ſovereign ; for the moſt 
popular arguments here now are, If there 
were no hopes left for ſucceſsful reſiſt- 
r ance to the controul exerciſed over Ire 


e land by the uſurpation of the Parliament 


0 of that kingdom; and if there were evi- 
© dence that it was the fixed decree of 


<« fate that this nation ſhould remain in its 
« preſent ſlavery, —it is the duty of every 
te yirtuous Iriſhman to wiſh to ſee the Bri- 


« tiſh conſtitution deftroyed, and the King 
* of England abſolute, becauſe the condi- 


© tion of an Iriſhman would be bettered 


| « by the change * „„ 


Since the days of Henry 1 III. no ſtatute- 


: 10 or act of parliament, made in England, 
bad any authority here until the roth of 
Henry VII.: for, if they were of any force 

Nen to chat act, to what dap was 


„„ Vue Leuen of Gumimozin, | 
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that law made in Ireland ſo wel known hive 
by the name of Poyning's Law, which de- 
clares, that all the acts of the Britiſh Par- 
liament, which had been enacted before that 


ſtatute, ſhould, in future, be of force in that 
kingdom. Is it not the faireſt implication 
"i Gay that they were of no force in Ireland, 


— 


until they had received this confirmation by 


the Parliament of this nation? and this 1 im- 


lawyers, and the deciſion of judges. | 


plication is conformable to the opinion of 


Lord Coke, i in 7 Rep. Calvin's Caſe, cites : 
year-books and reports (vide margin+ J, prov- 


ing Ireland to be a ſeparate dominion ; and, 


among the reſt, ſays 28 follows, from 2d 


Richard III. 55 12. ol Hibernia habet par- 


« liamentum, & faciunt leges, & noſtra 


* ſtatuta non ligant eos, quia non mittunt 
« milites ad parliamentum; “ and foiſts in a 
parentheſis this opinion of his own, which # 


is not in the year- book, (“ which is to 


be underſtood, unleſs ſpecially named”): and 


+ 2oth Henry VI. 8 Pilkington's Caſe ; 32 Henry Vis 
* 3 20 Eliz. Dyer, 360 Plowden's Commentaries. | i 


4e 
then goes on, « Sed perſonæ eorum a ; 
e ſubjecti regis, ficut inhabitantes in Caleſia, 
&« Gaſconia, & Guyan.“ To this unfairly- 
cited opinion *, indeed, he gives ſome de- 
gree of plauſibility, in the ſame caſe, fol. 
176, where he ſays, that, though Iretand 
ce be a diſtinct dominion from England, yet 
< the title thereof being by conqueſt, the 
_« ſame, by judgment of law, might by ex- 
- preſs words be bound by the Parliament 
ce of England.” But what does my. Lord 
Coke mean by judgment of law? Is it the 
law of nature, or the law of nations, or the 
2 municipal lau of our common wealth? 1 
hope 1 have Proved, in the firſt inſtance, 


woo 


"By wi quoad. primam nan FOE quod terr. 
Hibern. i inter ſe habet Parliament. & omnimodo cur. prout 
ia Angl. per idem parliamentum Jaciunt leges & mutant 
leges & non obligantur per flatuta in Anglia, quia non Bie 
mittunt milites Parliamenti, ſed hoc intelligitur de terris & 
rebus in terris illis tantum efficiendo ; ſed perſonz eorum 
ſunt ſubject. regis, & tanquam ſubjeRi erunt obligati ad 
atiquam rem extra terram illam faciend, contra ſtatut. ſieut 
habitantes in Calefia, Gaſcoigne, Guien, &c, dum fuere 
ſũbjecti & obedientes erunt ſub Admiral. Angl. de re fact. 
ſuper altum mare & fimilit. breve de errore de judicio reddit. 
in . in ! reg. hic in Angl. 


| 2. B. 2 Rich.3, fol. 12. 
5 5 


* 640 | 
that it is contrary to the Jaw of nature: 10 
the law of nations the conſent only of thoſe 
to be governed gives them this ſanction; 
and, in the preſent caſe, that conſent is al- 
lowed to be wanting. And, in the caſe. 
cited by his Lordſhip, the common Jaw re- 
probates this doctrine, by the mouths of 
the twelve Judges, who declare, that the 
_ * Engliſh Parliament can have no . 
b tion over Ireland within that land; 
« guia Hibernia non mittit mi lites ad par- 
ei Hamentum in Anglia. | And it was like- 
wiſe ruled in Pilkington 8 caſe, V. B. 20 
Hen. fol, 8, That if a tenth or fifteenth be 
« granted by. Parliament in, England, that 
ce ſhall not bind in Ireland, except they in 
40 Ireland ſhall approve it, becauſe they have 
& nat any COmmandonent fo, come 10 the Par- 
ſiament in England. 5 
We therefore find by records, when Bri-- 
tain wiſhed. to extend her taxes over Ire- 
land, it was the cuſtom of antiquity to ſum- 
mon repenfentathns, from. the different poem 


+ 6 1 

of that eh to attend that aſſembly, 
to conſult de arduis rebus regni. (Vide 
Summons in Leland' $ ; Hiſtory of Treland, 6 
App. to Vol. + $46 ile 
1 Thus, my Lord, ſtood ſtatute Jaw, com- 
| 2 5 law, and cuſtom, until the time of 
. paſſing the 6th of George I.---an carly i in- 
ance of the gratitude of the . illuſtrious | 
Houſe of Brunſwick to the people of Ire- 
land. Called to the Crown of Britain by 
parliamentary authority, though not ſo near- 
ly allied in blood as other families to the 
albdicated race, that fam ily was preferred 
becauſe they were Proteſtants, becauſe they | 
were of ſmall continental importance, of 
known moderation, and therefore more likely 


to be content with the moderate ſhare of 


power allowed by our laws: Ireland, from the 
ſame motives, recognized the rights of that 


family by a ſolemn act, totally diſtinct from ' 


that of England, and had reaſon to hope for 
A pure, uninterrupted enjoyment of her civil a 


iS Jberties under — n patrons, 
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Had. Hanover, which has coſt England 
more money in a ſummer than Ireland has ” 
done ſince the reign of Henry II. {as | ſhe 
has the advantage of having te fame gra- 


cious ſovereign with Ireland,) been neglected 


by her Elector, her ancient and fundamental 


laws trampled on, ber revenues idly diffi- 
pated by a weak and 'blundering Britiſh Ad- 


miniſtration,” would ſhe bear it patiently, 
or would ſhe not ſeek redreſs from the 
: friendſhip and juſtice of other powers ?. At 


what time has Scotland wanted a race of 
ſelf-devotees to the independency af 
country? Whenever the gentry of that 
kingdom have thought themſelves neglected, 


and their ſervices unrewarded, was there 
ever wanting a band of heroes who turned 
out for redreſs ; who, ſcorning the unavail- 
ing mode of petition. or remonſtrance, have . 
generally proved inſurrection the moſt POWs 
. erful argument with their timid neighbours ? 
And, I make no doubt, if they ſhould, at 
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ns e live under a prince leſs 
al - diſcerning 
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d iſcerning of their me it than his preſent 
Majeſty, we ſhall find t at this hardy race 
of inſurgents is not extinct, and ſee their de- 


mands made as gallantly as heretofore ? And 
may, ye, ngt with juſtice, expeR, that the 
meaſur 85 which (have, been ſo o ſucceſsful 
with them, will be adopted here, elpecially 
when furthered, by the alliſtance of France or 0 
pain, whole inclin ation, as. well as intereſt, 
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N che Commentaries, thi erte a" age 
has compared th e laws of England to an an- 


DEL 20071 31 
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cient pile, of building, with many uſeful and 
good chambers, though! the enträntes ark 


; 13 5 ie 11 ae 
inconyenient and citcuitous. 5 th the fitting 
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2. 27 N OF} ft: - 
of them up according to 4 ore modern 


taſte, his. deſire to hide ſome of che Wont 
| bulwarks, and moated arches: which ſup- 
port our liberties, has made him ſo profuſe 
of labour or ornament, that the endeavour 

; to conceal makes them become more con- 
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What cabaliſtical” "ee 4 there in 
' parliament made * by ihe "vireſcntitives 
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ing 


f. 6 i; Corte, Job 275" * 5 


becauſe they have a legiſlative aſ. 
ſembly of their own, better capable of judg- . 


” 69 NE 
ing af th their Intereſts, and more cloſely als 


lied to them, as icy participate of the bur- 
dens which they impoſe upon them? This 


act, Which firſt binds Ireland, was made in 


conſequence of the Iriſh denying any ſuch 
| right to be veſfed in the Parliament of 
; England; and, i in chat inſtance, that legiſſa- 
: tive ifſembly , , epntrary to. the uſage of Bri- 


2 or, to the common. raCtice: of law or. 
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wa <4 4181 | 
equity, 5 became at once party and jud 
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Bihiſelr, and that When that Court was not 
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9 ftationaty ; 3 for the writ orders ihe caſe in 
E error to be brought # 7 coram nobis ubicunque 
K tuerimus ; ; may we not, without any ap- 
pearance of im probability, ſuppoſe thatWrits EI 
of Error have been brought from England. 
to the King himſelf in Treland, when be 1 
5 happened to be there, and prefided in in that | 
' Bench, As « ing id former, though the 
flat 7 the deſtruc- 
tion which befel x che 'recor 4 that king- 8 
d a, prevent us s from + certainin g the 8. 
This um ap pear to have Tome : force, wi en - 
we Wed, th at the Chancer 4 Keie 6 4 
of f n Kl dee interfer ered — the de - 
A arg e Tick C N er. hat me- 
b telle Fg 1 88e 64. FEE] | 
Sherlock, an nelly, ai i 1 With 
7 85 quit 6 g de fich Hou: 8 © 
Lotte 107 marked che md geberd Char 1 Hers 
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E anceſtors they ſprung from. But, had the 


acquieſcence of the parties received the 8 


tion of the legiſlature in Ireland, and had this 


vl reverſal of an Iriſh dectee' been totally 
uncontroverted there, yet, as it marks the 


gelt uſorpation of a cuſtom, it is elo de ſe'of 
that euſtom ; for . Cuſtoms que commence 
per tort & uſurpation & nemy per volun- 
conſent. del people ps 
| (. & void en ley. WET — 911 Dau. Re: "Ow? gan 
The right of e nere to conſtrue t 
bon laws, is furely founded: on the troigeſt 
principles of common ſenſe; for vicinity and 
| intercourſe muſt give them a better change 
of being acquainted with the matter dit. 
pute, the characters of, and, nat, unſrequent-. 
ly, the very right of the diſpukents. 16 "Jos 5 


dex bonus juxta leges &, Jura pronunciat. 
| And there i is no reaſon why a Briti } 


th Peer, 
even granting him perfectly, Alec in en T4 


1160 bly VIII 4 


own laws, ſhould be as thort rough ly conver- 


ſant in the Jaws of Treland. as the Peers 3 
that e There can chen be n no ſuf- 


ficient 
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| Gelent cauſe for driving eg great ſams of J 
money in the proſecution of appeals: from 
this unhappy country, unleſs the affair is 
conſidered in a commercial light, and the 


diſtribution of juſtice be eſteemed. a mate- 
rial of trade, and that the balance muſt be 


preſerved againſt Ireland i in this as in every 5 


other article 
Having, my 3 1 hope, eftabliſhed 5 
jaſtice of the refuſal of acquieſcence by the 


Triſh to the claims of the Engliſh Parlia- 
ment, as to ſuperiority, it becomes my duty 
to point what my countrymen expect, and 


intend vigorouſly to demand ;—a formal re- 


1 nunciation of theſe unjuſt claims of Great- 


Britain, and a permiſſion to exerciſe thoſe : 


advantages which God and Nature have 


conferred on Ireland: in the firſt inſtance, | 


a repeal of thoſe impolitic laws which have. 
been mide at the inſtance of Miniſters, ig- 


norant of the firſt rule of politics, to prefer 


the greater part to the ſmaller; which laws 


they were ge aQtuated to make, or to 
retain 


7 73 y 
"retain unrepealed, that they might ſecute 
the vote of à ſingle member, the circum- 
ſlance of whoſe eſtate may tequite a ſacrifice oy 
of the trade of that moſt reſp ectable part ofC˙ 
the Britiſh emp nnn eee 1 
f 5 They know that the Eh, lich: nation cus 1 
|, not oppreſs the" Triſh; ad they | attribute «CE 
(| } their diſtreſſes to bine weak And wicked 5 
councils of Engliſh Miniſters, whoſe churliſh _ 
policy will not permit Ireland to carry on 
part of a trade, the. whole of You Eng- 
13 land is unable to maintain. . ä 
44. my 1 1 have Rated d to you my 
thoughts, and the a puments "reſulting from : 
| my reading and ir inquiry. 1 may differ from | 
- your Lordſhip ; ; and" you will perhaps Cbn- 
demn me for joining in'thoſe opinions which 7 
are now 'beco me popular here ; but, when 
your Lordſhip? teflects that truth, Juſtice, 
5 (and that ſtrongeſt of al affectlons, che love 
5 „ my con 
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